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From the Editor’s Desk

 I-Parliament is an initiative that brings together students from schools across 
India to discuss, debate, design and enact law in a simulated parliamentary session. 
I-Parliament started in 2016 with 5 members in the organising committee. I-Parliament 
was driven by the idea of representing the fourth pillar of Indian democracy and the 
first edition of the I-Parliament Journal was published in Session 5. In past issues, 
we have discussed some burning topics such as Section 377, Right to Privacy and 
Electoral Reforms. The Journal offers the delegates the opportunity to read about 
the views of intellectuals and scholars through our interviews. With regard to the 
I-Parliament sessions, the publication aims to facilitate dialogue between students 
on relevant issues and further the depth of debate to enhance the interests of 
participants and this edition of the I-Parliament Journal’s central theme is Education. 

We owe the children and citizens of future generations a major transformation in 
The Education System of India today. ‘21st century education’ should re-define and 
make us question what we already know about education. As much as education 
is an individual experience, it is also a collective journey which is why we must 
understand and work towards filling the deficits in Educational policies as well as 
ensuring implementation. 

As the Editorial Board of The Journal, it is an honour and privilege for us to present 
to you the Issue for Session Seven. In this edition we will be covering an interview of 
a fellow at ‘Teach For India’, a success story of a student at ‘Nanhi Kali’ - a non-profit 
organisation, an interview of an education film maker on how to tackle education 
issues and the way forward amongst other things. We hope you have a great time 
reading this and we hope this edition shapes your thoughts, every page grabs your 
attention and all in all, makes you envision a more holistic Education System in 
India for our future generations.

Aviva Baig
Editor in Chief 
I-Parliament Journal 
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Q & A

Making a 
Difference

Teach For India founded by Shaheen 
Mistri is a non‐profit organization that 
aims to eliminate educational inequity 
in India and works towards an India 
where all children attain an excellent 
education. Teach For India has been 
working towards these goals for the 
past 11 years. 

Radhika Kathpalia is a 23 year old 
history graduate from University of 
Delhi. Post her graduation, she joined 
the two year Teach For India fellowship 
where she taught 150 children from 
grades 6th-8th English, Science and 
Social Studies.

1. What inspired you to be a teacher?

2.  What is the worst thing about the 
school system in government 
school’s today?

Perpetually frustrated with the Indian 
education system led me to wanting more 
out of my school life. For this reason 
when I heard about TFI it was something 
I knew I had to be a part of at some point 
in my life. I wanted the opportunity to teach 
children those things that would go past 
the curriculum and hopefully turn them 
into curious, questioning but well behaved 
people. 

In my opinion the worst thing about 
government schools today is the lack of 
focus (by teachers) on developing children 
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3.  What will it take for government 
schools in India to be great again?

6.  What was your most eye opening 
moment at ‘Teach for India’?

7.  What is the hardest thing about 
being a teacher?

8.  According to the Business 
Standard, 1 in 6 elementary school 
teachers are not professionally 
trained in India.  
As someone who has worked 
with ‘Teach For India’ and seen 
this firsthand what is the impact 
on children due to low quality 
education in government schools?

4.  Did you interact with your 
student’s parents? If yes, what 
was their attitude towards their 
children’s education?

5.  What was a normal day for you at 
‘Teach for India’?

It will take high quality teacher training, 
educating both the parents of the students 
as well as the students themselves as to 
what they should be expecting from the 
teachers and what a teacher should expect 
from a student.

The most eye opening moment for me was 
when a students’ brother was thrown in jail 
for a crime he did not commit and the family 
was almost powerless to do anything about 
it. My student was distraught with worry and 
fear. It was during this that I fully realised and 
understood where most of these kids come 
from; how one small instance can change 
and affect their lives in a billion ways, and 
how powerless an underprivileged person 
can be simply because they do not know 
their rights as they have never been taught 
them.

I think that the hardest part about being a 
teacher is accepting that you are not always 
going to get through to every child no matter 
what you do or how hard you try with them. 
Another is learning that you’re not going to 
get everything right each time even if you 
are meant to be the teacher and that your 
students can often one up you. How you 
deal and accept that is something that can 
often take time for a teacher.

A non-trained teacher has a negative 
impact on student learning as well as 
results. Non trained teachers can provide 

A majority of my bachhas had been with TFI 
fellows for 5-6 years and their parents were 
extremely encouraging and wanted a better 
life for their children. However, there were 
some parents who planned to get the kids 
married as soon as possible. This led to 
them not caring if their child passed or failed 
and us hearing comments like, “kya farak 
padta hai ma’am, iske baad iski shaadi hi 
toh karni hai.”

School would start at 7am and would see 
me in classes for about 3 hours every day 
and taking much needed respite whenever I 
had a free period. Once school was over I’d 
spend around 10 minutes outside with my 
kids who never wanted to say bye!
Post school I’d make lesson plans for 
the next day and correct the notebooks 
submitted (because they want their 

notebooks back faster than they take to do 
the actual assignment).

academically and non-academically prior 
to the 9th grade. By which time it becomes 
very difficult for them to learn, develop 
skills and catch up on concepts that they 
should have been familiar with years ago.
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incorrect information to their students or not 
teach anything at all. This leads to a child 
forever playing catch up to the demanding 
curriculum or his/her peers. This can lead 
to demotivation and the child feeling like 
they’re not good enough. 
Another point that is the fact that a non-
trained teacher will usually be unable to 
understand that each person learns and 
understands things differently and that it is 
for a teacher to integrate different learning 
styles into their lessons rather than expect 
every child to learn in the same way and 
then punish those who do not adhere to 
their standards.

It’s amazing and we definitely need new and 
young blood in this field. But I would ask them 
to think about it carefully and understand 
that they are going to be shaping the lives 
and be playing an instrumental role in the 
development of the personality, thinking 
and behaviour of many children. 
I would urge them to reflect and understand 
that this is not a pastime profession and 
it’s not going to be an easy role that you 
will be playing in the lives of these young 
moldable children. It is, however, going to 
be a profession that can bring in your life 
unconditional love.

When you nurture and treat a child properly, 
they respond and work as hard as is possible 
just so that they do not let you down. 

Organisations like TFI are vital during this 
education crisis because they are looking 
at reforming the education, be it the way 
children are taught or what it is that they are 
taught. They are entering at the lowest level 

9.  What do you have to say to the 
millennial’s who are considering 
teaching as a profession? 

11.  Tell us one reality about teaching 
that may surprise us.

10.  Why are organisations like 
‘Teach For India’ vital during this 
education crisis in India?

possible and are sticking with the same kids 
so that there is some consistency in their 
lives. 
A very important reason these organisations 
are vital is the children they teach. While 
TFI believes that every child has a right 
to an excellent education they realise that 
it is unfortunately the underprivileged who 
will receive it last, and for this reason that’s 
where they have begun their mission. 
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FOR THE
GIRL 

CHILD
The sixth largest economy in the world, India sets her aim high in steady pursuit 
of joining the five trillion-dollar club. As ethical convictions of our young nation 
evolve, more than half our population is under the age of 25. According to the 
last census conducted by The World Bank, a total of 763 million people are living 
under the poverty line; and the number isn’t decreasing in proportion with our 
teeming growth. That is why we mustn’t ignore the first and most fundamental 
requirement any democratic Institution needs to be deemed viable: Education. 
NANHI KALI seeks to bring this to the Youth who need it the most

In 1996, Nanhi Kali (meaning ‘little 
bud’ in Hindi) was started by Anand 
Mahindra with the objective of 

educating underprivileged girls in India. 
Nanhi Kali was conceptualised with the 
belief that educated women would add 
value to the economy and enrich the 
nation’s workforce apart from forming 
the foundation of a modern secular 
society. Project Nanhi Kali supports 
underprivileged girls from economically 

and socially disadvantaged 
backgrounds, most of whom are first-
generation learners, residing in poor 
urban, remote rural and even conflict 
afflicted tribal communities. Every Nanhi 
Kali receives 360 degrees support to 
enable her to complete 10 years of 
schooling with dignity.

Gangamma’s parents were uneducated 
and had a hand-to-mouth existence, but 
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they always had big dreams for their 
daughter. And Gangamma persevered. 
She completed her early schooling in 
a Government upper primary school 
close to her home. But unfortunately, it 
was not a very good school and there 

weren’t any other schools in her village. 
So she took a transfer to the Hukumpeta 
Government high school, which 
required her to walk for two hours every 
day through hilly and rocky terrain. For 
her family who had never been outside 
the village, Gangamma’s daily travels 
to another village for studies was a 
big deal. Sadly, when she was in the 
8th standard, Gangamma lost her 
father. Many other girls would have been 
shattered, but she worked through her 
sorrow, strengthened her resolve and 
worked harder towards her goals. Her 
mother too, stood by her and started 
working as a daily wage labourer to 
support her education.

Her mother was most relieved when 
Gangamma became a Nanhi Kali and 
received a school bag, school supplies 
and after-school classes, completely 
free of cost. With the help of the Nanhi 
Kali Community Associate’s tutoring, 
Gangamma passed 10th and secured 

admission in the Science stream. 
She put in a lot of hard work and 
completed her intermediate studies 
from the Andhra Pradesh Tribal Welfare 
Regional Junior college. An ambitious 
Gangamma enrolled herself into B.Sc 
but due to lack of financial support she 
was  forced  to drop out of college and 
instead take up physical education 

training in a Government College of 
Physical Education. Not letting this 
setback faze her, she took the newly 
found knowledge down a positive 
path and got her first job as a physical 
education trainer. Today, she works as 
a teacher in Pedagaruvu in Araku. She 
monitors diets and physical activities of 
her students every day and guides them 
to achieve good health. It pleases her to 
see young girls in 1st standard getting 
support from Project Nanhi Kali. 

It was Project Nanhi Kali’s support and 
her parents will, that helped Gangamma 
battle whatever life threw her way. With 
passion and determination, she rose 
above all tide.



- Dhruv Kumar

Credits: ‘If I Were Rain’ by Youthreach
9
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?DO YOU KNOW 
YOUR RIGHTS

Introduction: 

I-Parliament conducted a survey on 15 males and 15 females under the age of 20 
years. The aim of our survey was to identify whether the youth knows their rights. 
The information in this survey was collected by Mannat Chauhan, a member of 

the Organising Committee through Google Forms on the Internet.
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2

ISSUES IN 
EDUCATION 

AND THE WAY 
FORWARD

Bharati Thakore is a web personality, education 
film-maker, author, and the award-winning CEO 
of New Millennium Education Partners. She is 

also the India Admissions Head of the prestigious 
Collège Du Léman International Boarding School 

in Geneva, Switzerland.

1What does New 
Millennium Education 
Partner’s do?

We work in the education 
sector to enable schools and 
colleges to unite to form a 
strong network of education 
leaders who can recommend 
and shape education policy 
in India. We partner with 
schools, colleges, pre-schools 
and education companies to 
showcase their best practices 
and learning programmes 
for students, teachers and 
other exceptional offerings 
so that entire community of 
parents, teachers, students, 
governments, clients and 
investors benefit. 
www.nmepmedia.com

4 What do you think 
today’s policy makers 
should include in 

the Education system to 
improve it?
Today’s policy makers need 
to make education their top 
most priority. If we want 
to solve global warming, 
poverty, health care and the 
economy, we need to have an 
educated society.  Education 
is ground zero for tackling all 
these issues. Despite all the 
developed countries having 

3While producing and 
directing over 50 films 
on India’s top school’s, 

what has been your most 
eye opening experience?
Every child no matter where 
they are born or what they have 
been given in life deserves an 
education. It has been eye 
opening to observe that across 

2 What does ‘21st  
century education’  
mean to you?

After having travelled to 50 

schools and authored the book 
‘21 Schools of the 21st Century’ 
I now know that contemporary 
education has to develop 
students’ creativity, curiosity, 
interpersonal skills and 
collaboration. It goes without 
saying that you have to have a 
solid foundation in literacy and 
numeracy but to succeed in the 
21st century you need more.  
21st Century Education to me 
also means interdisciplinary 
study, resilience, social and 
emotional skills and grit

the spectrum from NGOs to 
elite private institutions there 
are education reformers 
and entrepreneurs who are 
creating outstanding schools. 
Despite the high levels of red 
tape, corruption that education 
entrepreneurs have to suffer, 
they are determined to develop 
the human capital of India. 
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5Tell us a subject/topic 
that if incorporated 
in the Education 

system could revolutionize 
Education in India today? 
There is no one 
solution there are 
many areas that need 
to simultaneously 
addressed such as: 
Early Childhood Care 
and Education, 150 
million underprivileged 
children under 
the age of 5 don’t 
receive professionally 
administered quality 
early childhood 
education. Primary 
School: Learning 
outcomes at primary 
level (Class 1-VIII) 
are rock bottom in 
state government 
run schools. Higher 
Education: India’s 
39000 undergrad 
colleges and 800 universities 
are in shambles.  Only 25% 
of our youth are enrolled in 
higher ed compared to 42 % 
in China and 85% in Korea. 
70 % of our graduates are 
unemployable in Indian or 
foreign multinationals. 

6How must we bridge the 
gap between standards 
of rural education and 

proven conclusively that 
education is the golden key 
that opens all doors to socio-
economic development, our 
government is still not investing 
enough resources and time in 
making education a priority.

urban education?
Over 270,940 farmers 
countrywide committed suicide 
in the period 1995-2013. 
The root cause of pervasive 
poverty, misery and poor 
productivity in rural India is 
mass denial of basic literacy 
and numeracy. Way back 
in 1966 the high-powered 
Kothari Commission in an 
exhaustive and well-argued 
report, recommended raising 

government expenditure in 
public education (Centre plus 
states) to 6 percent of GDP 
as a precondition of orderly 
national development. All 
governments have ignored this 
necessary recommendation, 
which is vital to bridge the 
gap. This neglect of education 
has disempowered hundreds 
of millions of rural citizens 
from articulating, negotiating 

and demanding their rights, 
including their right to a fair 
share of bank credit, assured 
irrigation, and law, order and 
justice. Moreover, the very 
idea of providing vocational 
education and training (VET) is 
alien to government and private 
rural primaries. Countrywide, 
only 1 percent of India’s labour 
force has received formal VET 
cf. 11 percent in China and 85 
percent in Germany.

7 Does India’s 
E d u c a t i o n 
system need to 

shed more light on 
Mental Health?
As many as 10% of 
children and young 
people aged 5-16 
worldwide have a 
clinically diagnosable 
mental problem. Yet, 
70% of those who 
experience mental 
health problems have 
not had appropriate 
interventions at a 
sufficiently early age 
and this is because 
of lack of awareness 

and stigma. We need to put 
emotional wellbeing at the 
heart of the school curriculum 
and give health and well-
being the same importance as 
literacy and numeracy. Only 
mentally healthy students and 
teachers can thrive to their 
highest potential. Therefore 
mental health has to be a top 
priority for every school. 
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8Besides directly participating in policy change, how can citizens of India help better 
Education standards?

Almost all big reform has come about because of public pressure. Every individual has power 
to spread the word, especially with social media. It is our company New Millennium Education 
Partner’s mission “To create a spark that moves individuals to be an irresistible force for quality 
education” writing on your platform today is one of the ways we’re speaking up and every person 
must speak up in their peer groups and on social media, that’s the power of democracy and 
technology.

9In what ways are the films you are making helping schools?

NMEP Films produces films for schools, colleges, pre-schools and education companies. 
This gives them an incredible platform to tell their stories and showcase their best practices. This 
public dissemination of information enables all institutions to learn from each other. It also helps 
parents to be well-informed about what is happening in education and recommend changes and 
developments to the schools their children attend, knowledge is power. Our films make our clients 
accountable for what they claim and simultaneously gives them their due credit.

10What are some of your other projects that are focused on improving Education 
in India?

New Millennium Education Partners (NMEP) is currently working on the two most critical areas in 
education:  
 1.  Professional development of teachers: We are working with Aditya Birla Education Academy to 

roll out professional development programmes for teachers to upgrade their skills in collaboration 
with the Universities of Pennsylvania and Iowa in the US and University of Nottingham, UK 
NMEP Masterclass: This is an initiative that brings master teacher trainers from prestigious 
institutions to train teachers of government and low cost budget private schools free of cost. 

 2.  Student mental and emotional health - We are working with the Narayana group of 300 
schools to develop programmes with mental health professionals to ensure students are 
mentally strong and resilient to succeed in this VUCA world. 
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Secretarial Note

What happens to a democracy the size of India with only 20% of habitation in 
secondary school? Or where the girl child is refused her Right to Life based on 
‘said’ belief systems? Or where religion interplays with education and corruption 
with policy-making? Or a democracy that has over 150 million children working as 
bonded labourers?

It slowly crumbles and falls. 

Not only is our nation at a tipping point in transition, but also we as its youth stand 
in a period of National Self-Determination. This stands as a valuable mean for 
implementing social justice; as a means of protecting the national culture; as an 
expression of collective autonomy which would allow the practice of deliberative 
forms of democracy.  

As our ethical convictions slowly evolve, and we get comfortable with today’s definition 
of what it is to be an Indian—establishing a firm trajectory derived from the holy 
principles in our constitution—every Indian must have access to the best possible 
education. While I-Parliament apprises the community of the all-essential due-
process to take our community forward, it seeks to help strengthen the intellectual 
bridge that will take about 40% of our nation under the age of 18 to this new India. 

If 26% of our population remains illiterate, our nation will further go down a slope of 
conflicts over ethical, religious, historical and other ideological knowledge systems. 
With systems weakened due to their reliance on incomplete understandings and 
flawed logics, we will hear and read even more of Unnao, Jessica, Pragya and other 
devastating incidents in our country. We cannot let that happen.

With education at the centre of power-play, we at I-Parliament dedicate the 7th 
Session to the Right to Education Bill to enable opportunity, promote ability and 
build background in order to make the right decisions. 

It is with this thought that we stand together, and steer closer to the ideal that is 
democracy.

- Zoraver Mehta and Anushree Verma


