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Raihan and I are delighted to welcome you all to the 5th National Session of 
I-Parliament. As we complete our second anniversary this year, the Secretariat is 
overwhelmed with the response we have received over the years. 

In the sessions held so far, I-Parliament was able to develop innovative legislative 
ideas through extensive, vigorous and exciting debate amongst participants. These 
were then crafted by I-Parliament into weighty Constitutional and Legislative 
Amendment proposals that have received appreciation from senior policy experts. 

At the session held in April last year we discussed and drafted a Bill on Electoral 
Reforms in India. The Bill was duly handed over to Ms.Sushmita Dev, Member of 
Parliament, Silchar, for her consideration for being moved as a Private Member’s 
Bill in the Lok Sabha. Not only was the bill duly appreciated by her but also filed 
in the Legislative Department which amends the Representation of People’s Act. 

We are in the process of starting several new initiatives including youth Democracy 
Clubs that aim to strengthen the movement, promoting an educated public which 
is essential to democratic process. True to our mission of being an inclusive 
movement, later this year we plan to hold a session of I-Parliament for students 
who have never had exposure to the MUN/Mock-Parliament experience. We are 
also planning a joint Session with the Bhutan’s Children Parliament with the aim 
of building bonds and enhancing friendly relations with them. We will release an 
update about this in the near future!

We welcome you to the 5th Session of I-Parliament. We hope you have a great 
time discussing and debating important matters, raised during this session. We look 
forward to getting to know you and we hope to have a great session with brilliant 
thought provoking debates and speeches from all of you.

Founders’ Note
Raihan Vadra & Yasharth Goyal



I-Parliament is a youth initiative which aims to educate and empower the youth 
of India. It is an organisation that provides the students with a platform to put 
forward their ideas and opinions about agendas which are politically relevant 
in today’s world.

It works on skill development of the youth and brings out the true leader in 
them by giving them an opportunity to discuss their views upon the given 

bill on behalf of their allotted 
constituencies while at the same 
time working in tandem with 
other leaders in order to guide 
their political parties towards a 
just and appropriate resolve. 

Students from schools all over 
India join in to present their 
perspective and intentions on 
the given bill to amend it and 

put them forward in front of political leaders, members of parliament even the 
former speaker of the Lok Sabha.

An attempt to forge a new, creative and experimental community around 
democracy, I-Parliament looks towards promoting a generation that is more 
open to ideas and cultivates a deeper sense of a progressive future. A lot has 
been written & said about democracy as a system of representation, much more 
needs to be said about democracy as an imagination. Young people need to 
imagine new ways of expanding the idea of democracy beyond its conventional 
concept, so that it transforms all 
aspects of our lives.

At the session held in April 
last year the students discussed 
and amended Section 377 of 
the Indian Penal Code. The 
amendment was duly reviewed 
by Honourable Member of 
Parliament, Dr. Shashi Tharoor, 

What is ?



for his consideration for being moved as  a private member’s bill in the Lok 
Sabha. 

In our second session, held in October last year we successfully passed a Bill 
to amend Article  356 of the Constitution to strengthen democratic safeguards 
against abuse of the power of the Union to declare President’s rule in states. 
This Bill was later submitted to Former Union Minister of Finance and Home, 
Dr. P. Chidambaram, for his consideration. 

Our Third gathering saw a discussion on Electoral Reform & the peoples 
representation Act. The MP’s amended the Act to reflect their views and 
agendas. It was extremely impressive and refreshing to see them tackle topics 
such as electoral malpractices and Corruption with effective measures in the 
form of amendments.

The Rajiv Gandhi Institute of Contemporary Studies has been our mentor 
institute and has helped us throughout our path, helping us to achieve and 
implement our goals.



Will ‘Mother India’ take care of them?

While the government of a nation with over 1.8 billion people is persistent for 
a permanent seat at the UN Security Council, India is still yet to formulate an 
explicit refugee law.

India has had a history of refugee influx from across its borders. The birth of 
our country saw one of the greatest migrations in human history, forming the 
biggest refugee crisis of its time. This was followed by the Tibetan refugee 
crisis, when India accepted Dalai Lama and his hundred thousand followers 
a decade later, increasing tensions between India and China before the war in 
1962. The war for Bangladesh in 1971 also led to a total influx of 10 million, 
double the amount of the Syrian refugee crisis of today. The Sri-Lankan 
refugees post the ‘Black July riots’ and civil war starting in 1983 also saw over 
a million refugees crossing the Palk strait into Tamil Nadu. Today, refugees in 
the number of several thousands are within our borders with minimum help 
and absolutely no consequence. While the Indian government refers to them 
as ‘illegal immigrants’, Myanmar doesn’t recognise them, causing one of the 
greatest human rights crises of our time.

Thus, our country is generally accepting of refugees, the Rohingya crisis 
notwithstanding, we have largely followed a policy of non refoulement—that 
is, not forcing refugees back to their place of origin. We are home to the largest 
refugee population in South Asia and it is confounding that we do not have a 
specific law addressing the issue. The country determines the legal status of a 
refugee by administrative decisions, instead of a following a codified model that 
governs the status of refugees in India.

Since we our neither a signatory to the 1951 Refugees’ Convention nor the 1967 
protocol the government has complete autonomy to decide how accepting we 
are of refugees. While this is criticised by many, the conventions purportedly 
prioritised European lives over refugees from elsewhere, and it is on record that 
Indian objections to the convention’s language were dismissed.  Interestingly, 
three of our parliamentarians did table a bill on Asylum Policy– Shashi Tharoor, 
Varun Gandhi and Rabindra Jena—however, they have not lead to the formation 
of a uniform policy. Clearly, we have chosen to overlook an integral aspect of 
Indian policy; even when a refugee crisis persists as you read this column. 

Our government wants to revel in positions of global leadership with a 
permanent seat at the UN Security Council but we need to realise that building 
a nuclear arsenal is not the only way to do so. A wholehearted expression of 

By Zoraver Mehta



External Speakers list

our international disposition would to demonstrate leadership on the refugee 
issue, which is undoubtedly a  critical challenge today. International solidarity 
calls for benchmarking norms that makes the world a safer and better place. 
Having a standard refugee law predicated on universal principles of dignity, 
fraternity and safety, could be one such pathway to global leadership and also 
be extremely beneficial for the country on a logistical point of view. 
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Dr.Shashi Tharoor is an Indian 
politician, historian and former 

diplomat who currently represents 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala in the 

Lok Sabha. Dr.Tharoor is a graduate in 
History from St.Stephens College New 
Delhi and obtained his MA from Tufts 

University. 

In January 2001 he was appointed 
Under-Secretary General for 
Communications and Public 

Information, and as Head of the 
Department of Public Information. 

In 2006, Dr. Tharoor was nominated 
by the Indian Government for the 
post of the UN Secretary-General. 

In March 2009 He was then selected 
as a minister of state in the Council 

of Ministers of Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh. On 28 May 2009 he 
was sworn in as Minister of State for 

External Affairs.

Sushmita Dev is a politician and 
a member of the Indian National 
Congress. She holds a BA from 
Miranda House, an LLB from 

University of Delhi, and an LLM from 
King’s College London. 

A member of the Indian National 
Congress in the 16th session of the Lok 
Sabha  from the constituency of Silchar 

in Assam. She is currently serving as 
the President for the All India Manila 
Congress. She was the Chairperson of 

the Silchar Municipal Board, a member 
of the Assam legislative assembly, and 
is an active member of the committee 

on the Empowerment of Women. 
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Untitled
By Miraya V

She sat with the quilt on her head, 
Her hands curled up tight, instead 
Of being free from all that he said.

She peeked out with one eye 
Too scared to look up to the sky 

For if she did he’d be there waiting 
Waiting to start proselytising.


